4th Ave. (pictured below as it looks now) will transform into a "cultural corridor,"
incorporating art and landscape elements in its walkway design.
The scope of work for the implementation plan includes initial design of the roadway/landscaping/amenities, including integration of art elements; plan for possible construction phasing; plan for encouraging adaptive reuse of historic structures; integration of low-impact development; and a plan for way-fi nding and informational signage to highlight historic and art resources on and adjacent to the corridor. The consultants presented three options for road and sidewalk design at the September meetings and received a wide range of comments from the public. Interest included creating park elements along the corridor, having the potential for fl exible uses of the roadway, integrating art, and using "green" approaches to stormwater and lighting.
The next public meeting is scheduled for October 23 at 7 p.m. in the Plaza Room. SvR will present a preliminary design incorporating ideas generated from the previous meetings. For more information, please call Frances Chapin, cultural services manager, at 425.771.0228.
Shred event over the TOP in paper, traffi c
Edmonds and Woodway households hauled more than 18,000 pounds of unwanted personal papers to the free document-shredding event held by the City of Edmonds, Town of Woodway, and Enterprise Newspapers on Saturday, August 23 at TOP Food & Drug in Edmonds.
It is estimated that 600 families (three times the number served last year) participated in the second-annual event. Cars started lining up an hour before the 9 a.m. start time, and those arriving within a half hour of the noon closing time were turned away when the truck-mounted shredder unit hit capacity. Offi cials from DataSite, the document storage and destruction company that donated the service, handed out vouchers to those turned away for free shredding at the fi rm's north Seattle location.
"We've never fi lled (the shredding unit) before," said DataSite coowner Doug Jordan. He said the company donates equipment and labor for about four public-service events a year. "People think this is just wonderful," Jordan said of the service. "We think the people here are great too. We love doing this event."
The more than nine tons of shredded paper will be sold to paper recyclers who will process it then sell it to paper mills that will turn it into high-grade toilet paper and other consumer products, Jordan said.
The organizing committee credited the overwhelming response to the service to increased publicity and better understanding by the public of the need to destroy documents attractive to identity thieves.
Be watching for details concerning the 2009 document shredding event that is already in the planning stages! Edmonds Police Detective Steve Morrison (shown above), as well as several City staff and citizens, assisted with this year's successful document-shredding event.
Each year, City of Edmonds employees raise approximately $20,000 for United Way of Snohomish County during our October workplace campaign. You can help make a difference in our community by donating any amount to United Way. If you'd like to contribute, please drop off a check (made payable to "UWSC") at City Hall or mail it to the Mayor's Offi ce, 121 5th Ave. N. A healthy community depends on us!
Sister City celebrates 20th anniversary
On October 27, 34 delegates from Edmonds' Sister City, Hekinan, Japan, will arrive for a week-long visit and celebration of this valuable relationship. Leading the delegation will be Hekinan's newly elected Mayor, Masanobu Nagita, and chairman of their City Council, Shoichi Hasada. Other guests include City Councilmembers, Hekinan City staff, Hekinan Sister City commissioners, plus volunteers, artists, performers, citizens, and students.
Planned activities include tours and reunions, a Friendship Banquet, receptions, a cultural fair at the Edmonds Center for the Arts (which is open to the public), and an opportunity to experience our downtown Halloween trick-or-treat event. Over the years, more than 1,000 citizens of both cities, including over 500 students, have traveled across the Pacifi c to experience a new culture and create lifelong memories and lasting friendships.
What is a junk vehicle?
Are you wondering if the old car sitting in your driveway could be considered a junk vehicle? Here is the technical defi nition, as defi ned by Edmonds Community Development Code:
"Junk vehicle" shall be defi ned as a vehicle meeting any two of the following requirements:
1. Is three years old or older; 2. Is extensively damaged, such damage including but not limited to any of the following: a broken or missing window or windshield or missing wheels, tires, motor, drive train, brakes or transmission; 3. Is apparently inoperable; 4. Is without valid current registration plates; 5. Has a fair market value equal to the value of the scrap in it.
A junk vehicle is considered a nuisance on private property unless it is stored in a permanent building. If the vehicle is currently licensed and street operable, it would not be considered a nuisance violation.
So if your car qualifi es as a junk vehicle under the code, please contact code enforcement at 425.771.0220 for options on how to dispose of it, donate it, or get it running again.
Check out the City's website at www.ci.edmonds. wa.us, then go to news/events/calendar, then Update on Edmonds newsletter to see a a fullcolor PDF of this newsletter (as well as archived issues)!
Construction of new park underway
Construction of the city's newest park at the site of the old Woodway Elementary School began on August 18. In advance of park construction, a new infi ltration system is being installed to improve drainage in the neighborhood. Five 4-ft-highby-240-ft-long pipes of the buried infi ltration gallery will collect runoff, then slowly release it back into the ground. Park construction will continue through the fall and winter with an anticipated opening in late spring.
Interpretive panels added to fi shing pier
Eight new 4-ft-by-5-ft interpretive signs (created by graphic artist Owen Caddy) have been installed at the Edmonds fi shing pier.
Panels describe a wealth of great information about your waterfront, including the resident southern orcas, "Life Under the Fishing Pier," the salmon life cycle, marine mammals, commonly caught fi sh, maritime birds, and more. The pier also features Lake Ballinger strategic action plan moving forward The City's engineering division is working with a consultant to fi nalize the scope of work, schedule, and budget for the Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek strategic action plan to address fl ooding and water-quality issues within the basin. The project will kick off this fall and will have a draft action plan completed by early spring 2009. There will be several opportunities for the public to provide input during the formation of the plan.
On July 1, the City Council approved an interlocal agreement (ILA) with the Cities of Lake Forest Park, Lynnwood, Mountlake Terrace, and Shoreline, and with Snohomish County to create a watershed forum to develop a strategic action plan that addresses waterresource issues such as fl ooding and water quality within the Lake Ballinger/ McAleer Creek basin. In August 2008, Mayor Haakenson signed the Councilapproved ILA. This forum is cochaired by Councilmember DJ Wilson and Lake Forest Park Councilmember Don Fiene.
During the last legislative session, the Washington State legislature allocated $200,000 to assess the surface and groundwater impacts on Lake Ballinger. For the forum, the City of Edmonds will formally accept the $200,000 grant and contract with the chosen consultant for the development of the strategic action plan.
new windbreaks, and the fi shcleaning stations have been upgraded.
Walkway projects delayed
Although the design phase of both projects is complete, the construction of the Puget Drive walkway project and the 76th/75th Streets walkway project is currently delayed. The City advertised for the construction of both projects in early June; however, bids came back signifi cantly higher than anticipated or budgeted, and City staff decided to re-advertise at the end of the year in the hopes of receiving lower bids. For the Puget Dr. walkway project, staff has applied for a Transportation Improvement Board grant to add to the pedestrian and bicycle safety grant already secured. 
Buried bottle found
Crews at the old Woodway Elementary construction site unearthed a bottle buried in the park on Arbor Day, April 10, 1962 that contained a letter signed by Principal Jerry Pinkerton and listing 21 students selected by their classmates to represent their class in the planting ceremony. It was found near the signature fl owering cherry tree in the middle of the park, and as requested in the letter, the letter has been forwarded to the Edmonds School District.
Thank you Concerts in the Park sponsors!
The Edmonds Arts Commission, on behalf of hundreds of enthusiastic concertgoers, thanks our two major sponsors, Lynnwood Honda and Acura of Lynnwood, and our third sponsor, John L. Scott and Cascadia Lending, for supporting the 2008 Concerts in the Park series. On average, about 390 people attend each concert, with some crowds exceeding 500.
Rained out? Over a ten-year period only two concerts in the park have been canceled due to rain (two out of 72)! Usually the weather gives our concerts a break and we don't cancel until the last minute, unless there is a torrential downpour like, for instance, the one on August 24. Performer contracts require that they be paid even if we cancel, so we do our best to have the show go on. In 2007 the Edmonds Rotary Daybreakers dedicated a new pavilion at City Park that helps keep the performers out of direct sun and rain.
The Arts Commission started the Summer Sounds on the Sound concerts in 1983 with concerts at various locations a few times during the summer. The Concerts in the Park were fi rst held at City Park for the Centennial celebration in 1990 with performances by eight concert bands. The program was so popular that the City Council decided to dedicate partial funding for an annual series.
Just after Thanksgiving, when you walk into City Hall or the Frances Anderson Center, you will see brightly decorated Christmas trees. What makes them extra-special is that these are also "Giving Trees"! The City works with Volunteers of America to identify children and adults in our community who need help making their holiday season a little brighter. Every year the heartwarming result is a mountain of carefully chosen, brightly wrapped gifts from the thoughtful people of our community. Thank you for your giving spirit, and we hope to see you again this holiday season!
City hires new engineers
Rob English was hired as the City's engineer after Dave Gebert, former city engineer, retired. Rob was previously the city engineer for the City of Kenmore and has 15 years of engineering and municipal experience in Washington and California. He received a bachelor's degree in civil engineering from California State University at Fresno.
Jerry Shuster was recently hired as the City's stormwater engineering program manager. He has over 20 years of experience in environmental and stormwater engineering, with 15 years of experience in the private sector working for consulting engineering fi rms on a variety of environmental issues. Most recently he was the surface water and environmental services manager for the City of Shoreline. Jerry has a bachelor's degree from the University of Michigan and a Master's degree from the University of Washington.
Ferry-lane striping added to SR104
In early September, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) striped a ferry holding lane from just east of 15th St. SW to the SR104 split near 5th Ave. S. (pictured below). The new striping restricts ferry traffi c from blocking driveway access and improves safety for vehicles entering and exiting driveways and side streets when the holding lane is occupied.
As part of the same project, safety at the intersection of Pine St. and SR104 was improved. Several movements are now restricted at that intersection: through movements from either direction of Pine St. • left turn from westbound Pine St. onto southbound SR104 • left turn from southbound SR104 onto eastbound Pine St. • The left turn from eastbound Pine St. onto northbound SR104 is signifi cantly improved by installing a "left turn and refuge" lane, now enabling that turn to be safely made in two steps instead of just one.
Transportation plan gets update
Whether your favorite mode of transportation is walking, biking, or driving (or a combination thereof), the City's transportation plan covers it.
The purpose of the transportation plan (which is a section within the City's comprehensive plan) is to guide the development of surface transportation in a manner consistent with adopted transportation goals, objectives, and policies, as well as the overall goals of the comp plan. Based on existing and projected future land-use and travel patterns, the transportation plan describes roadway classifi cations, forecasting and analysis methodologies, traffi c conditions, transit and non-motorized conditions, and assessment of existing and future defi ciencies. It also provides a recommended plan designed to address the identifi ed defi ciencies. The plan consists of three sections: the walkway plan, the bicycle plan, and the transportation element.
The City is currently updating the transportation plan in conjunction with ICF Jones & Stokes (an environmental consulting fi rm) as well as several different citizen committees. Here's what they're working on:
Walkway plan: The Walkway Committee is currently ranking numerous stretches of roadway where sidewalks are needed by evaluating different criteria such as safety, connectivity, and activity (present and future).
Bikeway plan: The Edmonds Bicycle Group is assisting City staff to create a bikeway map, identifying future locations where bike lanes/bike-route signing could be added. The bicycle map will also identify three bicycle loops (with different length and diffi culty).
Transportation element: City staff are identifying future roadway improvement projects, as well as updating the fi nancial plan and the traffi c-calming program.
The plan is scheduled for completion in spring 2009. For more information, please contact the City's engineering division at 425.771.0220. 
